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5. Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage intergovernmental committee for

the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage. Fifth session Kenya November 2010 Nomination file No.

00378 Forinscription on the representative list ofintangible cultural heritage in 2010, The Pahlevaniand
Zoorkhaneirituals , page 5mittee for
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1. The skill of the pehlevans, who had extraordinary strength and physical fitness, spread from tongue
to tongue and became a legend. In Azerbaijani fairy tales and epics, a pehlevan is a strong person
distinguished by his courage, bravery, intelligence and restraint. . https://ich.unesco.org/en/7b-rep-
resentative-list-01281

2. The culture of pehlevans (pehlevanliq) refers to variety of traditional physical performances, train-
ing and competitions practiced and transmitted from generation to generation by ‘pehlevans’ (tradi-
tional athletes/wrestlers). It includes zorkhana games and sports, pehlevan wrestling (‘gulesh’), and
individual pehlevan performances at outdoor celebrations and various popular events. https://ich.
unesco.org/en/7b-representative-list-01281

3. Games and sports of pehlevans are accompanied by music (called “Jangi”) performed on folk
instruments such as zurna (pipe), nagara and dumbak (drums). Janghi musicians are folk musicians
that are numerous in Azerbaijan and their music is not specific to pehlevanliq only. The communities
attending the performances of pehlevans also represent the element’'s broader community.. https://
ich.unesco.org/en/7b-representative-list-01281

4. Originally framed as training activities of athletes for military purposes (State of Safavids, 16th
century), https://ich.unesco.org/en/7b-representative-list-01281

5. Zoorkhane is architecturally influenced by Islamic and the Mithraic elements and consists of a
dome, internal decorations, a seat for Morshed. https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/07477-EN.pdf

6. In this ritual, epical and mystical literature, along with rhythmic movements, are employed to create
joy, health and ethical upbringing https://ich.unesco.org/doc/src/07477-EN.pdf.
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1. https://ich.unesco.org/en/-6representative-list-00335

2. Since 1950s and until 1990s, the state-owned circuses in Azerbaijan Systematically Included Indi-
vidual Performances of pehlevans into their programmes. Establishing a system of designating ‘hon-
oured trainers’in sports in 1960s and designating some of the pehlevan trainers as such have contrib-
uted to raising awareness about the element. https://ich.unesco.org/en/7b-representative-list-01281
3. https://ich.unesco.org/en/7b-representative-list-01281
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